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campus briefly

News Editor: Emily Wuchner
Phone: 809-4468

Thursday, Jan.ll

Caitlin Dunnagan! The News

Rebble Edmonds, sophomore from Garfield, Ky., leads the singing of the Negro National anthem durlnQ the Martin Luther Klfl9 Jr. keynote address In the Cur'rts Center ballroom Monday.

Murray State r eceives
honors in national study
Murray State was ranked on~ of the top
100 college values by Kipplinger's Personal Finance study.
The University was the only Kentucky
institution to be included in the ranking
in its second consecutive year being honored.
Five hundred public four-year colleges
and universities were evaluated. The list
was narrowed to 120 schools based on
several measures of academic quality
including SAT scores, admi~sion rates,
freshman retention rates, student-faculty
ratios and four and six year graduation
rates.
The rating system rewards schools that
are academically strong and affordable.

Agriculture department
prepares for soybean day
Registrations for the 2007 edition of
Soybean Promotion Day are being accepted.
The event, scheduled for Feb. 8, will
include a lunch . as well 'as information
sessions about industry news and other
topics.
Lowell Catlett, regents professor at
New Mexico State University, will be the
keynote speaker.
This is the third year for the event,
which is sponsored by the school of agriculture and the Kentucky Soybean Board.
Those interested ma)' call 809-3556 for
reservations. The first 200 people to
reserve a place will receive a complimen·
tary ticket to the Murray State vs. Eastern
Kentucky University basketball game.
For more information, contact the

school of agricultur~ at 810-3556 or go to
murraystatc.edu/agr/.

University names Kerr
interim Registrar
Kathy Kerr, formerly associate Registrar, was named interim registrar effective Jan. 2.
Kerr has been employed at Murray
State for more than 25 years.
Kerr fills the position after former Registrar Donna Harris accepted a position in
Ohio.

American Humanics raise
grant money for programs
Students, faculty, staff and American
Humanics advisory committee members
surpassed the $1 million mark in funds
generated by both the University and the
community.
The group has raised more than
$6:45,000 in grant funds to develop the
Service Learning Scholars program and
the Murray State Center for Service
Learning and Civic Engagement.

Retraction
In the Dec. 8 issue of The Murray State
News, a fact was incorrectly stated about
the Harrison Yonts case. According to a
police report, Yonts fled the scene. The
News regrets the error.

Emily Wuchner, news editor, compiles
Campus Briefly. If you would like to submit
information for Campus Briefly, phone
809-4480.

12:08 a.m. A caller reported a
subject walking through the construction site of the science complex. The officer requested the
subject not walk through the site.
12:ll a .m. An officer at the IT
Building issued a verbal warning
to a driver for a vehicle with only
one working headlight.
2:03 p.m. A caller from the Curris Center reported being locked
out of a vehicle. The caller was
able to get into the vehicle before
the officer arrived.
3s43 p.m. An officer at Richmond College reported an outside door being p ropped open.
The officer found an individual
moving items into the building.
3:50 pdll. An officer at Elizabeth
College reported a trash can was
knocked over outside of the college. Central Plant was advised.
5:33 p.m. A caller from Lovett
Auditorium reported a pick-up
truck driving on the sidewalk in
front of the auditorium. The driver was informed driving on the
sidewalk was by permission only
for unloading. The driver complied.
7:57 p.m. Racer Patrol requested
an officer secure an unlocked
door at 1004 Waldrop Or.

Friday, Jan. 12
10:05 a.m. An officer at 12th and
Chestnut streets was with a subject to serve a campus ban letter.
The ban letter was served to the
subject by Murray State officers.
3:13 p .m. An of11cer at Franklin
College made contact with the
driver of a vehicle parked at the
side door of the college. The subject moved the vehicle.
3:31 p.m. An officer at Lovett
Auditorium reported a vehicle
parked in front of the auditorium.
The vehicle left before the officer
got out of the car.
7:28p.m. A caller from Elizabeth
College needed access to the roof
to check r adio equipment.
8:25 p.m. An officer at 16th
Street issued a verbal warning
for careless driving.

Saturday, Jan. 13
12:07 a.m. An officer issued a
verbal warning because the driver of a vehicle falled to illuminate the license plate. The vehicle's registration was also
expired.
8:30 a.m. A caller requested an
emergency message be delivered
to a subject at the Curris Center.
An officer made contact with the
subject and the message was
delivered.
ll:55 a.m. A caller from Pogue
Library r equested an outside
door be opened for a football
recruiting event. An officer
opened the door for the catering
service.
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2:04 p .m. A caller from College
Courts reported being locked out
of an apartment. The residence
director on call was notified.
10:45 p.m. Murray State police
received a fire trouble alarm activation at Oakley Applied Science. Central Plant was advised.
An officer took a report.

Sunday, Jan. 14
ll:33 a.m. The residence director
of White College advised the
right elevator in the building was
stuck on the e ighth floor. T he
elevator was unoccupied. Central
Plant was advised.
12:07 p .m. A caller reported
something stolen from the wellness center. An officer took a
report for theft by unlawful taking.
2:26 p .m. Murray State police
received a fire trouble alarm activation at Carr H ealth. Central
Plant was advised. The alarm
was reset and another fue trouble alarm sounded. Central Plant
was advised.
2:37 p.m. A fire trouble alarm
was activated at Oakhurst. Central Plant was notified. An officer
took a report.
3:54 p.m. A caller from the IT
Building dock reported youth on
skateboards on the dock. An officer issued a warning.
4:33 p.m. A caller from Clark
College reported being locked
out of a vehicle. The officer was
unable to unlock the vehicle. The
owner went to get another key.
5:40 p.m. The residence director
of Elizabeth College advised a
guest had dropped a set of keys
down the elevator shaft. Central
Plant was advised.
6:17 p.m. A caller from Mason
Hall requested a door be opened
for a meeting. The officer
advised the door had been
unlocked.
11:01 p.m. A caller from Regents
College reported a strong odor of
marijuana coming from the
fourth floor. An officer advised
the smell was a student using a
natural remedy for his feet.
11:20 p.m. A caller from Rich·
mond College reported a vehicle
with its lights on. The vehicle
had already been reported by an
officer. No contact was made
with the owner.

Monday, Jan. 15
12:32 a.m. A caller from White
College reported the trash chute
was stopped up. Central Plant
was advised.
2:39 p .m. A caller from White
College reported a ceiling leak.
Central Plant was advised.
2:45 p .m. A caller from Regents
College reported the trash chute
door was stuck open. Central
Plant was advised.
4:55 p .m. A caller from College
Terrace reported a vehicle

parked in the Murray State park·
ing lot behind the caller's house.
The vehicle had been there for
some time. The driver was waiting for another passenger.
6:07 p.m. A caller from the IT
Building reported the Haz-Mat
team would be in the building
untillO p.m.
6:59 p.m. A caller from 16th
Street reported a pothole in the
south-bound lane in front of the
Business Building. The Murray
Police Department was advised
to notify the road department.

Tuesday, Jan. 16
8:08 a.m. A caller from 16th
Street reported traffic was
backed up. A Murray Public
Works truck was working on potholes in the roadway. The Murray Police Department was notified. The work was completed
and traffic was back to normal.
12:07 p .m. A cal.ler reported an
elevator in Faculty Hall was
stuck with someone on board.
The officer reported the subject
had gotten off the elevator
2:21p.m. A caller from Hart College reported items stolen from a
resident'.s room during winter
break. An officer took a report
for burglary in the second
degree.
7:48 p .m . A caller from the
Regional Special Events Center
broke off a key in the door of a
vehicle. The owner called the
lock shop and the owner would
move the vehicle at a later date.

Wednesday, Jan. 17
6:34 p.m. A caller requested an

o fficer check on parking outside
Fast T rack. One Murray State
parking citation was issued.
9:19 p.m. A caller from Franklin
College requested a n officer
check on a roommate. The officer talked with the roommate
and the subject appeared all right
and not a danger to himself or
others. The subject would call
the counseling office Thursday.
11:21 p.m. An officer at White
College checked on a report of
alcohol on the third tloor. No
alcohol was found.
11:28 p.m. An officer in front of
Wilson Hall issued a verbal
warning to a driver because the
lkense plate on the vehicle was
had to sec due to a screen over
the tag.

Motorist assists - 0
Racer escorts -1
Arrests- 0

Emily Wuchner, news editor, com·
piles Police Beat with materials
Public Safety provides. All dispatched calls are not listed.

Calloway Garden/Essex Downs Apartments
1505 Diuguid Drive • Murray, KY 4207 1
753-8556
TOO 1-800-545-1833 Ext. 283
One- and two-bedroom apartments
Central heat and air
Accepting Applications
Office Hours 8 a.m. - noon

1 p.m . - 5 p.m .

Max Carman
Outstanding Teacher Award
For recognition of teaching excellence as evidenced by his/her
effectiveness and ability to motivate and inspire students
in the classroom and outside the classroom.
Please complete the following Information.
I ,_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _, would like to
nominate
for the award.
1. In what department does the faculty member teach? - - - - - - - 2. Have you had them in class? If so, what class ? - - - - - - - - 3. Is he/she readily available for assistance outside of class?_ _ _ _ __
4. What qualities do you feel this teacher has that would qualify them
for this award for outstanding classroom performance?,_ _ _ _ _ __

(Nominee must have four years teaching experience at MSU)
Student's
Signature_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Date_ __ _ __
Major_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Phone._ _ _ _ __
RETURN FORM TO SGA OFFICE BY NOON, FEBRUARY 28, 2007
PLEASE USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS IF NECESSARY
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physics building.
"If we got the money in 2007,
we could go ahead and get the
drawing underway and know
that as soon as the chemistry
building was finished we could
roll right in and start working on
the final building." Dunn said.
If the funding is not obtained
until 2008, the process would
slow down because It would take
longer to complete the blueprints.
Work on the complex began
about nine years ago, and Dunn
said the need for more money is
partially due to the increase of
construction costs.
Henley said he is surprised the
cost wasn't more than $15 million.
"When you estimated something from about nine years ago,
that's not even in the ballpark for
today's figures," Henley said.
"It's not surprising that it is more
than it was in 1999."
Additional square footage contributed to the increase in cost.
"At first it was thought that
there would be a square foot for
square
foot
replacement

focus in his life," Dawn said. "But he
wanted education more than anything he was a straight-A student."
Enlisting with five other men he grew
up with, William was part of the Marine
Reserve's 1st Battalion, 24th Regiment,
4th Marine Division from Lansing, Mich.
Dawn said she kept in touch with
William over the Internet and sent him
packages of candy.
"We insta nt-messaged just about
everyday unless he was patrolling,"
Dawn said. "I sent him candy every
week and he put that candy in his pocket to give to the Iraqi children."
Dawn said recalling the times of her
stepson's last moments have been hard
for her and husband David, but that the
words shared with William over the
Internet before his death have alleviated some of the pain.
"1 talked to him on (Dec. 26) and his
father talked to him on <Dec. 27), and
on (Dec. 28) he was gone," Dawn said.
"We went over a few verses of the Bible
together nights before. T hat gives us a
little comfort.
Only a month after their son's death,
David and Dawn said they have yet to
find relief.
"He was only 20," Dawn said.
Like most 20-year-olds, Dawn said

"Right now, I am very confident we will get the money
to finish that science campus. I am just less sure
when that's going to come."
- Randy Dunn
University President
between Blackburn and the new
areas and the new science buildings," Dunn said. "As the archi·
tects and engineers looked at it
and talked with folks that would
be using the building ... there was
a need, that we saw to increase
the square footage given the fact
that we were ·building these new
buildings. So that added to the
cost."
After talking to officials in
Frankfort, Dunn said he is confident the University will receive
the additional funding to com·
plete the project.
"Right now. I am very confi·
dent we will get the money to
finish that science campus,"
Dunn said. "I am just less sure
when that's going to come."
Additionally, other building
projects continue to progress.
Dunn said construction on the

new Clark residential college is
on schedule.
Soon, the University will be
taking bids for the construction
of a new Public Safety office.
"Wc're going to have to move
that Public Safety office from
where it is now to make room for
that last building in the science
campus," Dunn said.
Dunn also said no change has
been made in the status of the
demolition of the old Boy Scout
Museum and TRIO building.
Said Dunn: "We've done nothing to begin any tear-down
there, but we're looking to getting programs relocated and getting everyone housed out of that
building so that we can get that
torn down and get us some additional parking spaces."
Emily Wuchner can be reached at
emily. wuchner@murraystate.edu.

n

William had an extremely youthfu l
character.
"He loved football, fishing and any·
thing to do outside," Dawn said. "He
lived for the moment - he was up for
any kind of challenge.
"He was a little kid at heart, but he
knew: his responsibilities as an adult.
He loved his friends and was a real
heart of gold."
Dawn said giving his life for another
soldier was in William's character.
"In my opinion, he's a hero," Dawn
said. "He loved being a Marine, he put
100 percent in all that be did. T hat's just
the way Billy was. That's pretty much
how be lived the last three minutes of
his life
Coping with a military son's death is
something many American families
have experienced. According to the
Associated Press, approximately 3,000
American soldiers have died since the
war in Iraq began.
For David and Dawn Spencer, their
son remains an example of a true
Marine.
"He gave his life to fight for those who
couldn't," David said. "He will never be
forgotten. ·- That's all I can say."
Robin Phelps can be reached at
robinj.phelps@murraystate.edu.
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• Comprehensive
Exams for Glasses
& Contact Len ses
• Treatment of Eye
Infections
•Most Insurance
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Blue Cross/Blue
Shield, Medicare,
Medicaid, Spectera,
Dr. Douglas W. Payne VSP. Avesis)
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Food Services changes may
bring more students to eat

What do youthink about the new T·Room hours?

"They're great."
Michelle Banks · Versailles, Ky.

junior

The staff editorial is the majority opinion of the
editorial board of The Murray State News. The editorial board is composed of all section editors.
A change in times may bring more dimes to Food
Services this semester.
A campuswide e-mail sent Jan. 12 announced
time changes for Food Services and the University
bookstore.
According to the e-mail, the T-Room has extended its hours from 7 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Monday
through Thursday, an extension of three and a half
hours from its previous closing time. These additional hours mean students now have another
place to eat dinner on campus.
While many were frustrated by the time it took
to renovate the T-Room, the time changes and
updates will bring students back to the Curris
Center dining hall.

"I think they are good, because it will help

with crowd control."
Tessa Holshouser· Mayfield, Ky.
junior

"They're good because I can go when I get
off work and the food won't be old.''

Stephanie Harrington • Cape Girardeau, Mo.
sophomore

Food Services Cafe Hour ChanCJII

,.....

"I think it helps with getting in quicker

and getting your food."
Josh King • Hopkinsville, Ky.
sophomore
Caitlin Dunnagan!The New•

thenews
M URRAY STATE UNIVERSITY
2609 University Station
Murray State University
Murray, Kentucky 42071·3301
E·mail: thenews@murraystate.edu
rax: 809·3175
www.thenews.org

In addition to new floors and more space in the
food service area, students can also enjoy eating at
Sunset Strips, which has moved up to the T-Room.
Block & Barrel and the Sugar Cube have also
changed their hours. However, because of the bigger size of the T-Room, Food Services will probably reap the rewards more heavily in the Cu rris
Center cafe.
While some students have been upset with the
reduction of condiment packages and elimination
of milk cartons, Food Services is striving to
improve the quality and convenience for students,
faculty and visitors at the University.
· Credit goes to the Food Services director and the
more than 200 people who contribute to providing
students with meals every day.
It just shows that sometimes, things are worth
the wait.

MondaY • Thursday; 7 a.m. • 6:30 p.m.

friday: 7 a.m. ~ • p.m.

Bloclllllml

S...,CIIIt

Monday • Thursday: 10:30 a.m. ·7 p.m.
Friday: 10:30 a.m. • 4 p.m.

MoAdly • Fridlr.

7a.m. •2"JCl DJIL

SaturfaY; 10 a.m. •4 p.m.
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according
to jim ...

Women's basketball takes center stage
In My
Opinion

Chris Jung is a
graduate :;tudl'nt
from Union, Ky.

For some time, the empty
seats have been tolerable.
The fact that Paul Radke's
voice echoes loud enough to
knock the Regional Special
Events Center off its comerstone has been bearable.
Heck, even the reality that
opposing teams bring bigger
crowds and fan bases to our
home court has somehow
been manageable.
This is a new day, however.
Times are different, things
have changed and, quite
frankly, enough is enough.
In case you hadn't heard,
our fine institution also
encompasses a women's basketball team.
The Murray State University women's basketball team
has trotted a squad onto the
court for many years, but has
never started a season quite
like the one it finds itself in
now.
The ladies in blue and gold
have shot out to an ll-4 overall
record, and at the time of this
printing, the Racers sit pretty
atop the Ohio Valley Conference standings with a record
of7-l.
That includes a one-point,
come-from-behind victory at

IT APPEARS

OB4MA WIL l
BE ,£1/}t\IN' A

the conference's most hostile
environment, over a team that
has virtually dominated the
OVC women's scene for the
past several years - Austin
Peay.
That's not all.
As of last week, the "other"
basketball team at Murray
State ranked in the top 15
within the top three NCAA
Division-! team offensive categories - field goal percentage
(.470), three-point percentage
(.397) and free-throw percent·
age (.763). It ranks 13th in the
country in fewest turnovers
(14.1 per game) and 25th in
scoring offense (75.9 points
per game).
It has some individual
standouts as well.
Dominating as possibly one
of the greatest Racers of all
time, senior Joi Scott is having
her way 1 with opposing
defenses as of last week. Her
near-21 points per game rank
her llth in the nation, and her
blistering field-goal percentage at just over 59 percent is
good enough for 13th as of last
week.
Sophomore guard Amber
Guffey is no slouch, either.
With an outstanding touch

from beyond the arc, Guffey
found herself 13th in Division-! three-point percentage
(.459) and 29th in free-throw
percentage (.868) last week.
But don't think that all of
these statistics were racked
up on their own. Don't be so
na'ive to believe that the 200607 version of the Racers is a
fluke. It's certainly not.
This is the Joi Felton era.
And when Felton took over as
women's bead coach in March
2003, her employers were not
dumb. They knew she could
recruit They knew she could
build. And she's done just
that.
Finally, playing with a team
composed of players all
recruited by Felton, things are
falling into place. The wins
are fmally coming. The success is flnally coming. Even
smiles in the women's locker
room are coming.
But guess what's not coming ... or should I say who?
The fans - students and
community members alike •
have ignored the Racers for
too long.
But the athletes haven't
wavered or cried or even
complained. Instead, they've

shown up, day in and day out,
and put together a 6-1 home
record by themselves. Now, as
their hard work is finally paying off, they're racking up
wins in front of empty houses
and lonely seats.
In the eyes of many, the
Racers may be the opening act
or even the undercard. But to
those who really know,
they're quickly becoming the
hottest thing in town and will
no doubt legitimately compete for a conference championship come March - maybe
even an NCAA Tournament
berth.
It would certainly help if
the ladies, who would never
ask for it, could receive an
assist from their own student
body and community members. With a home game Saturday against TennesseeMartin and a five-game home
stand in February, there is no
excuse not to come out and
catch a team that continues to
make noise throughout the
ranks of college basketball.
I promise, it will be worth
the trip - as well as those two
hours you'd normally save
before the start of the men's
game.
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Opinion section will see new changes

Roc:kelle
Gray

Last semester, The News
staff held its first reader dinner to get feedback from students about the newspaper.
We were interested in finding out what readers liked and
disliked about the paper and
how the newspaper could
improve and better serve
them.
Many suggestions were
made to the staff. This semester we hope to implement
some of the best ideas.
One suggestion was to feature a column in the opinion
section written by student
organization leaders.
The News seeks to provide
our audience with a unique

Every week, it's
guaranteed that something in the news will
either excite me or
enrage me. Either way,
it's enlightening.
How can it not be?
All the morons in the
media reassure me
that 1 am not like them
and all the geniuses
give me something to
strive for.
More often than
)1m
not, something in the
news gives me someBurch
thing to laugh about
and commonly criticize, but this week I
am actually in a joyous state.
Sen. Barack Obama, D-Ill., has been
hinting at his intentions to throw his
name into the presidential hat.
Trailing Sen. Hillary Clinton, D-N.Y.,
and marginally leading former Vke President Al Gore in the polls, Obama sent his
message to the nation that he might run in
2008.
The only people that could pos~ibly be
happier than myself about this news are
the people in the inspirational quotation
business. Stay with me here.
You've seen their work before. Day-today calendars, posters and motivational
books quoting America's most admirable
men and women throughout history keep
just about anyone inspired when reflecting on their historical significance.
Since the birth of the nation, presidents
like Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln
and Franklin D. Roosevelt have frozen
their words eternally in the kingdom of
literary remembrance.
Lately, there haven't been a whole Jot of
political figures to turn to for inspirational quotes.
Unless you're somehow motivated by
"Don't mess with Texas" or "I did not
have sexual relations with that woman,''
the quote jar remains empty as we turn
the millennia! corner.
The last president I can remember who
spoke words of wisdom worth writing
down was John F. Kennedy:
"Ask not what your country can do for
you, but what you can do for your coun·
try."
You can't make that stuff up.
I'm not going to count Ronald Reagan
as a political quotation machine because
be was an actor first, and they're already
trained to say really cool phrases.
If Patrick Dempsey became president,
no one would take his quotes seriously
because be probably said it first on
"Grey's Anatomy."
If Obama should take the White House,
be would gift our country with more
inspirational advice than Yoda, and people would listen.
Hillary Clinton and Al Gore both have
wisdom to give, I'm sure, but they've
already been placed into archetypes
before the election process even started.
You say Hillary, people say Bill. You
1 say Gore, and people say global warming.
You say Obama, and people say to themselves, "I've heard good things about
him."
And it's all something different. Some
• will praise "Dreams from My Father" and
others will praise his forthcoming hon' esty, but no one will say he's known for
"that thing he did."
Obama has a clean slate, one that could
be tarnished or embraced as an American
figure admired by not only the nation, but
also the rest of the world.
Since we live ln a world that covers
more blunders than inspirational vocal
deliveries, Obama has to prove himself
well if he wants to set himself in stone.
1 have a feeling Obama is up to the challenge.
The main reason President George W.
Bush is so disliked (besides the obvious
war thing) is his failure to market himself.
John F. Kennedy knew a little something about marketing. Say his name and
the Bay of Pigs is not the fa.rst thought to
come to mind.
Obama is not a best-selling author
because he's popular. He's a best-selling
author because he bas character and he's
popular.
George will never be taken seriously
because he just doesn't know how.
Mter all, delivering a powerful speech
is 10 percent what you say and 90 percent
how you say it.
That's why our current president
spends more time on Leno and Letterman
and less time in day-to-day calendars unless it's a "Bush-ism."

i

I

In My
Opinion

Obama contemplates
run for presidency

perspective about each student organization on campus
by reporting issues and causes that promote or are important to their organizations.
We also want to know how
these organizations
are
improving life on and off
campus.
If you arc a student leader,
please contact The News at
809-4468 to submit an opinion column.
The column should be 600
words and include the
writer's name and title of the
organization. A picture of the
author is also required. The
column must be turned in by S
p.m. Monday of each week.

The opinion editor will be
contacting
organizations
beginning next week to see if
students leaders are interested.
During the reader dinner,
students also said they enjoy
reading other
students'
thoughts, and that a weekly
opinion prompt inviting students to sound off would be
well-read. Thus, a new section will be designed to feature the prompt.
If you are interested in seeing your opinion in The Murray State News, submit a 100word response to this ques·
tion
to
thenews@murraystate.edu with your name,

classification and hometown.
To keep this new feature, we
will need student participarion.
This first opinion prompt:
What do y ou thlak about
President Bush's new plaa
for the War Ia Iraq?
Your response will need to
be e-mailed to thenews@
murraystate.edu by Wednesday at noon.
We encourage our audience to send in any other suggestions to The Murray State
News. We will also be hosting
another reader dinner this
semester. If you would like to
be invited, please call The
News at 809-4468.

Jim Burch is the weekly opinion columnist

for The Murray State N~s. He can be
reached at jame.s.burch@murraystate.edu

the news

news

6a

January 19, 2007

ROAD SAFETY

Murray
State enacts new highway laws , welcomes
Regulations effective this year
to make Kentucky roads safer
new hotel
Asbley Edwards
Staff writer
The new year has
arrived, and with it comes
three new safety laws
affecting all motor vehicle
operators in Kentucky.
As of Jan. 1 the primary
seat belt, graduated drivers
license and quick clearance laws all went into
effect.
Keith Todd. public information officer for the Kentucky Department of Highways, said the laws were
put into action to lower the
motor vehicle accident
fatality rate.
In 2005 in Kentucky,
43,443 people died in traffic accidents, the highest
since 1990, earning the
state some of the highest
crash rates in the country,
Todd said.

The primary seat belt
law permits police officials
to stop vehicles for failure
to wear a seat belt. In the
past, officers were only
allowed to issue a citation
for failure to wear a seat
belt if the vehicle was
already stopped for another traffic violation.
Enforcement of the law
began July 1, but the initial
six months were used to
inform drivers of the law
and issue warnings, Todd
said.
As of Jan. 1, any driver
stopped for the offense
will be issued a $25 fme.
Todd said the campaigns
urging drivers to wear seat
belts shown in the last year
has helped lower the fatality rate for motor vehicle
accidents by 75 people
from 2005 to 2006.
If the new law is not

abided there could be consequences more severe
than a small fine.
..Well, there's the consequence that if you don't
wear your seat belt you
could be killed in a crash,"
Todd said. "The seat belt is
the single most important
thing in keeping you and
your family safe in a motor
vehicle."
Another law ushered in
with the new year is the
graduated drivers license
law, which .s tates that all
drivers under 18 years old
will have restricted driving
privileges for six months
after receiving a driver's
permit.
After an individual driver holds a permit for six
months they will be issued
a provisional license in
which they will not be permitted to drive between
midnight and 6 a.m. and
cannot have more than one
non-family member in the
vehicle with them, Todd
said.
If the driver receives a
moving traffic violation

during the provisional
period, the six-month period will start over, Todd
said In addition. if the person receives a citation for
driving under the influence
or receives more than six
points on his or her
license, it will be suspended.
Quick clearance is the
third rule new to the state
this year. It requires people involved in a collision
with no injuries to move
their vehicles to the side of
the road and call the
police.
Todd said this law came
into effect to decrease the
number of secondary
crashes that may occur
because other drivers can
not see vehicles stopped in
the road, resulting in
another collision.
It is important the police
are called so they are able
to fill out a report that will
be entered into a database,
Todd said.
This allows officials to
locate problem areas so
something can be done lUte

adding more signs at an
intersection.
Asbleigh Shahan, senior
from Paducah. Ky., said she
thinks the new laws are
beneficial for the most part
but worries the seat belt
law may be invasive.
"I think it's our own
decision to wear our seat
belt because it is not hurting anyone else," Shahan
said. "It endangers our
lives and if we want to take
that risk it should be our
own decision."
Shahan said the quick
clearance law is a great
addition because it urges
people to be responsible
because it requires police
be called. She also agrees
with the graduated drivers
license law.
"It's good because when
you are a younger and less
experienced driver you are
more susceptible to making mistakes,'' Shahan said.
"It will promote safe driving."
Ashley Edwards can be
reached at ashleyb.edwards

1

@murraystate.edu.

Staff Congress approves recommendation
Amanda Crider
Staff writer
The Staff Congress approved a
recommendation Dec. 13 to include
sexual orientation in the University's anti-discrimination employment policy by a vote of 12 to one.
The resolution also included
adding political affiliation to the
anti-discrimination policy, but that
half of the resolution is not what
kept the vote from being unanimous.
Jody Cofer. program specialist
for undergraduate research and
scholarly activity, 1irst proposed
the change to the staff congress in
October.

He said other Kentucky universities, like Western Kentucky, Morebead State and Eastern Kentucky,
have already made similar changes
in their employment policies.
"The 12-to-one vote by the Staff
Congress ... was a strong vote and,
simply stated, the right thing to do
for a minority that already receives
such protection at other public universities across Kentucky," Cofer
said "I am hopeful that President
Dunn and the administration will
move on the recommendation."
Orville Herndon, public systems
manager for the department of
journalism and mass communications, cast the single vote against
the recommendation.

He said he based his vote on a
presentation to the Staff Congress
given by Annazette McCane, director of the Office of Equal Opportunity.
"Basically, she indicated in her
presentation that there had been
no instances when sexual orientation had been used as discrimination in her 15 years at Murray
State," Herndon said "My standpoint is when you have someone
who has done such an outstanding
job at keeping the University on
the straight and narrow and who
feels the cb.anse is unnecessary, I
feel like vie lhOUld rdpect their
·
professional opinion."
McCane said her comment was

taken out of context.
She said she did not feel the
change in policy was unnecessary.
"Someone from the meeting
alluded to the fact that they were
aware of a situation where someone had been discriminated against
due to their sexual orientation and
1 replied that I was not aware of
this and no one bad reported an
instance to my office," McCane
said. "Our office is employed to
enforce the Board of Regents' policy... If there's a change, we will
implement it. We want to assure
individuals are not discriminated
against."
Amanda Crider can be reached at

amanda.crider@murraystate.edu.

A.laiDa ZaDlD
Staff writer
Construction is set to begin on a
multi-story, 72-room Hampton Inn
across from the Regional Special Events
Center, said Tab Brockman, director of
the Murray-Calloway County Chamber
of Commerce.
The hotel tentatively will be completed in September 2007, and will be
located on Lowe's Drive, Brockman
said.
The developer, Ershing Properties
Inc., plans to purchase land from a local
resident and another 2.8 acres from the
Murray State Foundation.
The hotel will include space for a
restaurant. Developers are still negotiating with different franchises.
Some students have expressed interest in the prospect of a new hoteL Jessica Fioranelli, graduate student from
Collierville, Tenn., said the hotel would
be convenient for her family because
they travel from out of town and the
location of the hotel is close to campus.
"This is a great college town and it
will bring revenue in to Murray," she
said "It bas a lot of potential."
Sara Walker, graduate student from
Evansville, Ind., said she supports the
development of Murray.
"There's not enough hotels in Murray
and on certain weekends they're all
booked," Walker said. "Anything new
that opens up, that is geared toward the
college will do well because there aren't
a lot of businesses in Murray."
Brockman agrees the new business
will benefit the community as well as
the University.
"I think it's good for the University
and the community as a whole," he said.
"Everyone knows we run out. of rooms
at certain times of the year during university events such as homecoming,
parents weekend, and graduation. So I
think it will help the community and
University both.•
Alaina Zanin can be reached at
alaina.zanin@murraystate.edu.

Curris Center Facilities
Building Hours
Sunday - Saturday
6 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Fitness Center and Gameroom
6:30 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Monday - Friday
12 p.m.-10 p.m.
Saturday- Sunday
University Bookstore
Monday-Thursday
8 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Friday
8 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sunday
1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Food Service Fqcjljtjes
T-Boom
7 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
7 a.m. - 6 p.m.
2:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Monday - Thursday
Friday
Limited Service
Sugar Cube

7 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
10 a.m.- 4 p.m.

Monday - Friday
Saturday

Block & Barrel
Monday - Thursday
10:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Friday
10:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

7 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
7 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Fast Track

Monday - Friday
Saturday-Sunday

Healthy Horse Cafe
Monday- Friday
11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday
Noon - 9 p.m.
Food Carts
Faculty Hall
Monday - Friday

8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Business Building
Monday- Thursday
7:45 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Winslow
Monday - Thursday
Friday
Saturday - Sunday

Thoroughbrewed Cafe
7 a.m. - 11 p.m.
Monday - Friday
10 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Saturday- Sunday

11 a.m.- 12 a.m.
10:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Waterfield Library
7:45 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Monday - Friday
Racer Card Office
Monday - Friday
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
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History in action

Students witness Ford procession
R.obln Phelps
Staff writer
Two Murray State international students spent their
winter break learning a little
bit more about the country
that's become their second
home.
Yuki Ono and Sayaka
Yamakura opted to travel to
the home of U.S. history to
further investigate what they
learned in their American history classes.
Yuki Ono, journalism major
and junior from Hikone,
Japan, said traveling to the
U.S. capitol gave her an
opportunity
to experience
photo courtesy of Yuki Ono
· American history first-hand.
Yuki Ono (left) and Sayaka Yamakura visited the U.S. capitol during win"My major in Japan is interter break. The students visited various landmarks in the city..
national relations, so I am

really interested in U.S. government and history," Ono
said. "There was a good
chance to learn about American history in the capitol."
Ono said although she and
Yamakura traveled to Washington, D.C., to see history
from the source, it was the
large procession and display
of patriotism on the Capitol's
streets that caught her eye
most.
"I was on the way to the
hotel and I saw a car with the
American flag, and so I felt
that the person in it might be
very important," Ono said.
Indeed, the body of America's 38th president lay in the
hearse as it passed by Ono
and Yamakura, on its way to
Washington D.C.'s Capitol

Proposal alters ORP deductions
Ashley Edwards
Staff writer
Murray State faculty members have
always had two options when choosing a
retirement plan, but those enrolled in the
Optional Retirement Plan h;tve recently
experienced frustration with the costs.
Teachers in the ORP have 13.84 percent deducted from their payroll toward
retirement funds, hut over the last
decade the majority of that has gone into
a different retirement fund known as the
Kentucky Teachers Retirement Program
to pay unfunded liability.
This year, 9.13 percent of that 13.84 percent goes to KTRS. leaving 4.71 percent
to be put into the employees' indiv.idual
retirement fund.
Jay Morgan. associate agriculture professor, is the first University representative on the KTRS board and snid lowering the rates for ORP will not negatively
affect those in KTRS.
Morgan said the board met with actuaries to find the best rate and voted Dec.
6 to reduce the amount ORP paid to
KTRS from the current 9.13 percent to
Sl percent.
"I-think it is a. very fmanclally 'Viable
option to reduce .this to 5.1 and what I

really like about it is
that we help ORP
employees but yet we
don't penalize the
people in KTRS,"
Morgan said. "'t's
really win-win for
everybody."
If the proposal is
passed by the general
assembly the new
policy will take affect
July l, 2007.
"I feel positive about
Jay Morgan it but there is always a
small chance there
Associate
could be a snag some~
professor
of agriculture where along the way,"
Morgan said.
Joyce Gordon, associate vice president
of human resources said if the proposal
for the ORP rate passes it will be the set
rate until 2078.
Gordon said much work has gone into
developing the proposal.
"It would be a great improvement for
ORP if this should get passed by the legislature," Gordon said.
There are 709 employees elig!ble for a
retirement plan at Murray State with 436:.,h
enrolled in KTRS and 274 in ORP.

Rotunda. President Gerald R
Ford lay in state in the rotunda for mourners to pay their
respects.
Though Ono and Yama.lrura
waited anxiously to view the
former president, the line
was too extensive.
"We waited to see the former President Ford. but we
didn't see him because we had
to wait at least six hours ... so
we gave up to see him," said
Yamakura, sophomore English as a secopd language student from Tenri, Japan.
Ono and Yamakura may not
have seen President Ford upclose and personal, but they
did get a chance to see and
experience various highlights
and monuments in the city.
"To travel to Washington,

D.C. was so great and (a)
wonderful experience for
me," Yamakura said.
The National Archives
Museum, Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Ubrary and the original documents of the U.S.
Constitution and the Bill of
Rights were among the highlights of the trip. However,
Ono said that what she experienced at the Holocaust
Museum moved her most.
"The Holocaust museum
was really tough for me
because of all of the pictures
and newspapers," Ono said.
"We could feel what happened in the world a long
time ago."
Robin Phelps can be reached
at robinj.phelps@murraystate.
edu.

Former University
chair, professor dies

KTRS is called the defmed benefit plan
and is designed for those who plan to
make a career in Kentucky, Morgan said.
The program is worth $14.7 billion in
teacher assets and guarantees health
Staff Report
care.
Those in the ORP or the defined contribution plan have more portability,
Paul Robert McNeary, 61,
died Dec. 14 at his home in
allowing them to move out of state, but
Murray. McNeary was Murray
they do not 'r eceive as much money for
State's former chairman of the
retirement because it is based off the sucdepartment of industrial engicess of the stock market, Morgan said.
neering and technology.
The program is worth $3 million and
McNeary taught for 28 years
does not allow health care for retiree's.
at the University.
University employees are offered a
During that time, he was
choice between both plans when they are
also interim dean of the colhired. Those who initially choose ORP
lege of industry and technolobut later wish to switch to KTRS are not
gy untill998.
able to transfer any of the money they
"He was a real professor
have earned through ORP to the new
plan.
with a great deal of techniques
and details about technology
Morgan said as a solution to this proband was always very positive
lem the board also proposed a Mid
about everything," said Danny
Career Transition Program to the generClaiborne, current department
al assembly that would allow monies
chair of industrial engineering
paid into ORP to be transferred into
and technology.
KTRS if the employee should choose to
Claiborne knew McNeary
do so. This will also become effective
for about 25 years and said he
July 1, 2007.
- was a mentor as Claiborne
Ashley Edwards can be reached at
ashleyb.edwards@murraystate.edu.
1 succeeded him as chair of the

department.
"He was very strategicminded, open-minded. handson and very easy-going," Claiborne said.
Not only was McNeary a
teacher highly acclaimed by
his colleagues, he also taught
overseas in Jakarta, Indonesia
and Sydney, Australia. and
worked with the U.S. Department of Labor in Saudi Arabia
for four years.
Claiborne said McNeary's
spirit and attitude was one
many faculty members could
learn from and follow.
"He taught us that organization is important," Claiborne
said. "He developed a good
instructional plan to critically
assess students and showed
faculty how to improve. He
provided great strength and
encouragement on how to be a
growing faculty member."

i!70.759.4JBO

custom screen pr1nt1ng and embroidery

I\IOW AVAILABLE!!!
!iigns, banners, custom cut vinyl,
and window decals

i!70. 759.4180

custom screen 11r1nt1ng anti embroidery
The Department of Theatre and Dance would like to s ay

"Thank you!"
to all MSU students, faculty and staff
who supported our productions last semester.
Please plan to attend the productions this semester.

Pocahontas
Feb. 12, 7:30p.m.
Lovett Auditorium

Miss julie
Feb. 22-24 and March 1-3, 7:30p.m .
Actor's Studio Theatre, Wilson Hall310B

Dr. Faustus
Aprill2-14@ 7:30p.m.
April IS@ 2:30p.m.
Robert E. Johnson Theatre

Dance Concert Event
May 3-5 @ 7:30p.m.
May 6@ 2:30p.m.
Robert E. Johnson Theatre
t
~.
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Freshman Jenny Petrie ooes up for the blocton her Bresda University opponent In a oame Nov.12. The women INd the OVC after QOincJ on a SMfHJIIM wtn streak from Dec. 4·Jan.8. The Racers are TH overall

Racers sit atop Ohio Valley at 7-1
Racers cohected two more conference wins against Eastern Illinois
and Tennessee State in January
before falling to SEMO in their third
game of the month.
The loss, however, came after
Murray State racked up 100 points
against Jacksonville State, 93 points
against Eastern Illinois and 83 points
against Tennessee State. The high
scores and strong shooting boosted
the Racers shooting statistics, which
consequently placed them among
the top-shooting teams in the nation.
The Racers made their first
appearance in the Division l .n ational
rankings at the beginning of month,
and have continued to bold top-20
spots in three categories.
This week, the team is ranked 11th
in field goal percentage, 12th in freethrow percentage and 19th in threepoint field goal percentage.
Individually, sophomore Amber
Guffey's 3-point .field goal percentage ranks her lOth in the nation in
Division 1. while senior Joi Scott falls

AutumaBoaz
Assistant Sports Editor
Winter break was anything but a
break for the women's tiasketball
team.
The Racers, who now stand at 11-4,
knocked seven games off the sched·
ule during the so-<:alled break, going
6·1 and taking their lone rest Jan. 8,
falling at the hands of Ohio Valley
Conference rival Southeast Missouri
State, 61·67. ·
The rest of the team's time was
spent compiling Wins, OVC honors,
national rankings and motivation to
record more than a long list of
promising statistics.
"I just want to win the next game,"
Head Coach Joi Felton said. "We've
made strides. We're proud of where
we are, but we're definitely not satisfied., lt's a long season, and we've
still got 12 games to play."
After sweeping through the month
of December with five straight wins,
including four OVC victories. the

in at No. lS in the field goal percentage category. Scott was also named
OVC Player of the Week Jan. 8 after
averaging 2S.S points and lO.S
rebounds per game the previous
week.
Although the individual and team
recognition is an honor to Felton,
she said she tries not to let herself or
her team focus on statistics, but

rather encourages them to focus on
the future, not the past.
"I don't keep up too much, sorry to
say, with a lot of the national ranklnp. we just try to do the very heft
we can," Felton said. "We have some
goals as far as our defense, and I
know we're ranked in some of the
offensive categories. We have a couple players ranked in scoring, Amber
Guffey in field goal percentage. It's a
credit to them but a credit to our
team also."
After eight consecutive OVC
games, the Racers strayed away
from the conference Monday and
were able to pick up a 61-59 win
against Southwestern Athletics Conference leader Alabama A&M.
"We were fortunate to get out of
Alabama A&M with a win," Felton
said. "We didn't play as well as we
wanted to in some areas, specifically
rebounding and offensive execution,
but we did a good enough job at the
end to come out with a win. I'm really proud of the way our team played

with some poise down the stretch."
The Racers were 7-7 from the
free-throw line during the last 1:30 of
the second half, helping them secure
the win.
Scott led the team with 19 points,
nine rebounds and four blocked
shots.
After a SEMO loss to Austin Peay,
Saturday, the Racers moved into the
No. 1 spot in the conference. The
season, however, is far from over
and Felton continues to emphasize a
need for improvement.
"'We still have areas that we have
to continue to improve on," Felton
said. "' think we really have to
improve in the rebounding area,
because that's something that's been
a sore spot for us the last couple
years. We're working harder and
harder at it in practice, but it's just
got to become more instinctive."
The Racers return to the court
Saturday against Tennessee-Martin.
Autumn Boa% can be reached at
autumn.boa.z@murraystate.edu.

Basketball teams come home to students
AutamnBoaz

Racer Gameday
MSU STATS
Leldtrs

Bruce Carter - 13.4 ppg; 5.4 rpg
Tyler Holloway -12.2 ppg; 2.3 apg
Shawn Witherspoon - 9.4 ppg; 4.9 rpg

UTM STAYS
Ludtn

Gerald Robinson ·11.3 ppg; 5.9 rpg
McCienon Tolliver- 9.4 ppg; 2.4 apg
Cleve Woodfork - 8.7 ppg; 5.0 rpg

Assistant Sports Editor
With the spring semester in session and the student section back to
normal capacity, the men's and
women's basketball teams will play
host to Ohio Valley Conference
rival Tennessee Martin in the first
game of the semester Saturday.
After hosting a combined seven
games during the month-long winter break, the Regional Special
Events Center will revive itself
with cheering students to help push
the Racers past the Skyhawks.
Women's Head Coach Joi Felton
said having everyone back on campus will be a good thing, but the
break was much needed.
"(The break) is positive," Felton
said. "It's a good time for (the players) to rest and not have to worry

about having to juggle a lot of different things. At the same time,
being back in school is positive too,
because they kind of get back in a
routine and get refocused."
After recording a non-conference victory Tuesday, the women
look to tally their eighth OVC win
of the season against the 9-7 Skyhawks. Martin holds a 4-4 record in
theOVC.
Felton said the Racers have to be
conscious of Martin's perimeter
shooters and senior post player
Andreika Jackson, who averages
U.3 points and S.6 rebounds per
game.
"She's tough inside." Felton said.
"She's very physical, she can burt
you in a lot of different ways, so
defensively we've got to be solld.
We have to rebound. They have
some very good rebounders and

traditionally their defense is pretty
stubborn. We've got to do a great
job of executing on offense and we
have to do a good job of keeping
them off the offensive boards."
On the men's side, the Racers
will face a 6-14 team that has picked
up just three wins in the OVC.
Yet with Martin taking a win
against Tennessee State (4-3 OVC),
Men's Head Coach Billy Kennedy
said his 7-9 Racers cannot underestimate the Skyhawks.
"I don't know a whole lot about
them other than I saw them play
against Austin Peay and Austin
Peay played a zone the whole game
to try to take their big guys away,"
Kennedy said Monday. "They
jumped out on them and pressured
them into some turnovers. Their
guard play has been very inconsistent. But for them to beat Ten-

nessee State, they've got to be
decent, because Tennessee State
may be the most talented team
we've played in the conference."
Junior forward Gerald Robinson,
who averages 11.3 points and 5.9
rebounds per game, leads Martin.
But because Murray State is hosting, Kennedy said the Racers might
have already taken away Martin's
biggest threat
"Their post players have been
good for them," Kennedy said.
"Their perimeter guys have been
really inconsistent, but from what I
can tell, at Martin, they play a lot
better."
The Skyhawks are 4-4 at home.
The women's game begins at S:IS
p.m. Saturday, followed by the
men's game at 7:30 p.m.
Autumn Boaz can be reached at
autumn.boaz@mu"aystate.edu.

The Sports Line•••
TV Events

Murray State Events

Tonight: ESPN @ 9:30 p.m.
NBA Basketball
Cavaliers at Nuggets

Saturday: FSN @ 3 p.m.
College Basketball
Arizona at UCLA

Today: Track & Field @ TBA
Carbondale, Ill.
Saluki Booster Meet

Saturday: W B'ball @ 5:15 p.m.
Regional Special Events Center
Tennessee-Martin at Murray State

Sunday: FOX @ 2 p.m.
NFC Championship
Saints at Bears

Sunday: CBS @ 5:30 p.m.
AFC Championship
Patriots at Colts

Saturday: W Tennis @ 6 p.m.
Lexington, Ky.
Murray State at Kentucky

Saturday: M B'ball @ 7.:30 p.m.
Regional Special Events Center
Tennessee-Martin at Murray State
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Young team
needs student
support

..

the news

sports

Let's set something straight. OK?
rve been hearing some things around
campus this week, things that have been
buzzing in my ears ~"r"!'!""'~""
like an annoying
gnat that I just can't
swat away.
Conversations
I've had about the
state of Racer bas·
ketball with more
than a few students
of this University
during the past week
have, for the most
part, gone some·
thing like this:
Them: So how
about the basketball
Tommy
team?
Dillard
Me: Yeah, they've
Sports Editor
been struggling a lit·
tle bit over the break
with inconsistency, but I think they'll be
able to turn things around before March.
Them: Well, I heard the women were
doing great but the men suck.
First of all, I can't quite figure out
exactly who people are "hearing" these
things from. While it's true that our
women are absolutely tearing up the
OVC en route to one of their best seasons
ever (for more on that, see Chris Jung's
commentary in the opinion section), I
have seen nothing from our men's team
that would indicate that we, as some have
so eloquently put it, Msuck."
I know not every student on this campus is of such an opinion, but it seems to
be prevalent enough and it's not the first
time fve heard Murray State students get
down on athletic teams they should be
supporting.
I swear. I think some students at this
University have a serious self-degradation problem. This is my third year at
Murray State and it baffles me the habit
some students have of putting down this
University and its most visible representatives, the football and basketball teams.
I've Ustened to students tear down the
football team for the past three years and
I've tried to brush it off, but this basketball season may have pushed me over the
edge. The Racers sit at 5.!4 in OVC play,
good enough for fifth place in a conference of ll teams. But it's not what we're
used to, and I think that's part of the problem.
At Murray State, we're blessed with
one of the richest traditions in mid-major
basketball, something I wouldn't trade for
anything. But rich tradition often breeds
unrealistically high expectations. and this
is something that is definitely an epidemic in Murray.
There are some Murray State fans out
there who honestly believe the Racers
should win every single conference game
they play. I know, and I've talked to them.
While I hope that Billy Kennedy and the
team believe that, no one else in his right
mind should.
Let me explain something to you. We
have a first-year head coach who had to
assemble a team pretty much from
scratch for this season. Most of the 16
guys on this roster had never played with
each other prior to November. We have a
star player who hasn't played one game at
100 percent this year because of a lingering foot injury. Said coach has had to
completely alter his strategy mid-season
because he can't rely on said star player
to carry the team.
Yes. we're inconsistent Yes, we blow
leads sometimes. Yes, it's frustrating. But,
hey, we still have a winning conference
record. We're still better than Tennessee
Tech, SEMO, Jacksonville State, Eastern
Illinois and UT-Martin.
So I'm sorry if these Racers aren't living up to your expectations. but this is
what reasonable people refer to as a
"rebuilding year." Every school has them,
even Murray State. Even that little school
over in Lexington has them every once in
a while. It doesn't mean our team sucks. It
means they are in the process of building
something that we can be proud of next
year or the year after that.
And this year is far from over. The Racers have ll conference games remaining.
A whole lot can happen in U games.
So come out to the RSEC early tomorrow night and support both teams. They
need to hear you.

Tommy DilLard is the sports editor at The
Murray State News. E-mail comments to
thomas.dillard@murraystate.edu.;
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Searching for
consistency
Racers lose 17-point lead,
fall68-59 at Austin Peay
Tommy Dlllant
Sports Editor

If a season can be
summed up in one game, it
could be argued that Mur·
ray State's Tuesday night
loss at Austin Peay serves
as a sufficient microcosm
of what has been an inconsistent season for the Rae·
ers.
Brilliant and explosive at
times, downright ugly at
others, the Racers silenced
the Peay crowd in the first
half behind stifling defense
and pinpoint shooting,
building a lead that grew to
as much as 17 before falling
apart in the second, losing
by nine, 68·59.
A win over the first-place
Governors would have put
Murray State right back in
the thick of the Ohio Valley
Conference title hunt, but
the loss instead sent the
Racers to fifth in the conference at S-4 in OVC play.
Shawn
Witherspoon
stole the ball on Austin
Peay's frrst possession of
the game and dunked to
give the Racers an early
lead that they would continue to build through the
first half. Murray State shot
Sl percent in the first period and took a 40-30 lead
into halftime.
The Racers came out flat
in the second, however, as
Austin Peay went on a 15-4
run out of the gate. claiming its first lead of the contest at 43-42. The Racers
and Governors fought to a
stalemate until the 4:45
mark when junior guard
Ray George fouled out
Murray State failed to score
a field goal in the final five
minutes and Austin Peay
ended the game on a 10·1
run.
"Obviously, the disappointment was we had a
great chance to win, but
their togetherness, their
execution offensively and
their toughness defensively
is why they won, not
because they had flat-out
better players than us,"

Head Coach Billy Kennedy
said. "It was all the intangi·
bles that we're missing as a
team."
Since students left campus for winter break. the
Racers have been a model
of inconsistency, posting a
3-3 record.
Kennedy said it is inexperience and lack of mental
toughness keeping the Racers from playing consistently well.
"When we're malting
shots. we play well," Head
Coach Billy Kennedy said
after the Austin Peay loss.
"When we don't make
shots, we're not toughminded enough to do it on
the defensive end and grind
our offense out to create
shots. We're inexperienced
and it shows in this kind of
environment in this kind of
game."
Of course it doesn't help
that Murray State has been
largely without the services
of OVC Preseason Player of
theYear and lone returning
senior Shawn Witherspoon. who is still hampered by last March's lingering foot injury.
Witherspoon exploded
for 14 points agailut Austin
Peay, but has struggled
with his shooting, driving
to the basket and guarding
due to the injury.
"I was feeling better
(Tuesday), but it doesn't
take much for my foot to
start botbuiq me," the
senior forward said. "In the
second half, I started getting guys falling on it. It's
like as soon as I get to the
point that I'm comfortable
with it, something happens
and I get uncomfortable
again."
Because of Witherspoon's lingering injury,
Kennedy has had to change
his philosophy, including
shifting to a smaller lineup.
UWe've had to adjust on
the run with possibly playing four guards, change our
offense some, things you
don't want to do in January
and a lot of that has to do
with Shawn not being
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Bruce carter looks to drivetoward the basket in Tuesday niQht's 68-591oss It Austin Peay.
healthy," Kennedy said.
Kennedy did decide to go
with a four-guard lineup
Tuesday against Austin
Peay in order to accommodate new arrival Ray
George, who joined the
team prior to the Jacksonville State contest Dec.
19.
Murray State has been
aided over the break by the
newfound confidence of
Tyler Holloway, who
scored 20-plus points in
three consecutive contests.
"Tyler, especially in the
last three weeks, has made
a conscious effort of being
more aggressive offensive·
ly," Kennedy said. "Of
course he's a tremendous
shooter, but he's done a
much better job of getting
to the free throw line and
driving the ball."
So much so that Holloway started the week in a
tie for seventh nationally in
free-throw percentage.
With ll conference
games remaining, the Rae·
ers still have more than half
of the OVC season in front
of them, plenty of time for
the new-look squad to
recover and make a run at a
championship.
"We're a different team
with Ray George coming
into play and we're playing
more perimeter guys."
Kennedy said. "We're a
perimeter-oriented team.
Defensively, we've struggled at times guarding in
the post and guarding in

Head Coach Billy Kennedy questions a call from the sideline.
the perimeter, but we've
been consciously working
on that and we're doing a
better job of blocking out."
But with Murray State
owning an uncharacteristically mediocre conference
record halfway through the
season,
Witherspoon
knows the winning has to

begin soon.
"We just got to win," he
said. "We've already told
ourselves we can't lose at
home anymore. You can't
lose at home and expect to
win a conference title."
Tommy Dillard can be
reached
at
thomas.
dillard@murraystate.edu.
-~--

Tennis teams bring experience into spring season
Tommy Dlllard
Sports Editor
You'll have to excuse Connie
Keasling if she's just a little giddy
over her team's upcoming tennis
season.
There is the kind of preseason
hype and excitement that is inherent at the beginning of any new sea·
son, and then there's the kind of
excitement that Keasling feels, the
kind brought on by the return of
your top three players, players who
have dominated the conference,
mind you, for their senior seasons.
Keasling, who is entering her lSth
year as the women's tennis head
coach at Murray State, will be the
first to tell you that the numbers
speak for themselves.
Seniors Anna Lask, Rachael task
and Casady Pruitt went a combined
74-13 in singles play throughout the
last three seasons. If those numbers
aren't enough to make opponents
shake in their tennis shoes throughout the Ohio Valley, the three have
a combined OVC doubles record of
90-8, making up a senior threesome
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that is as good as any in the league.
Lask, Lask and Pruitt have been
in the top four of the Racer lineup
for the past three years, but have no
OVC title to show for it • yet.
"We're very fortunate to have
three seniors who will tell you,
they'll look you in the eye, and tell
you fiat out that they're going to
win this thing and they will do
whatever it takes to get it," Keasling
said. "To have three seniors who
feel that way, I can't tell you what
that means."
Joining the three seniors on this
year's squad are sophomores Adriana Alvarez and Anne Pennington
and freshmen Lynsey Bochenek,
Angela McGahee and Lyndsay
Ottosen.
Pennington played in the No. 4
spot last season for the Racers, winning eight singles matches as a true
freshman and teaming with Pruitt
to go 9-1 in doubles matches
While the women's team returns
each of its top four players, men's
tennis head coach Mel Purcell is
bringing back his entire squad, a
team that ~de the OVC Tournament last season. but exited in the

fll'st round.
Returning OVC Player of the
Year Fadi Zamjaoui, who went 8-1
in OVC singles play last season and
7-2 in doubles, will use his big serve
to anchor a men's team that is fighting to get back to the top of the conference and return to the glory days
of the early 2000s.
"Ever since Fadi transferred here
from the University of Louisville,
I've just been so proud of him," Purcell said. "We just expect him to
win all the time. That kind of
pumps up the team because we
don't worry about .Fadi, he's gonna
win the points. So we put a little
extra pressure on him, but l think
be likes that. That's the thing about
him, he's just a lot of fun to watch."
Accompanying Zamjaoui in leading the men is his doubles partner
and fellow senior Dmytro Hryhorash. Hryhorash earned frrst·team
All·OVC honors last season after
going 8-1 in singles in conference
play.
Purcell said while Zamjaoui and
Hryhorash are the obvious choices
to fill the No. 1 and 2 spots, the rest
are wide open.
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"Fadi and Dima will be our one
and two," he said. "Really, everybody else is up for grabs. Everybody is kind of at the same level
from three to seven. I just kind of
have to weed them out until we get
to conference. lt's good to have that
luxury."
Joining Zamjaoui and Hryhorash
are fellow seniors Clayton Clark
and Jeff Lester, juniors Hunter Gerlach, Nicholas Ksiezopolsk.i and
Yuri Pompeu and sophomore Mikel
Head ford.
Another new face will be Chris
Horton, a walk-on from Collin
County Community College in
Texas.
The Racers travel to Bloomington, Ind., to take on the Hoosiers
Saturday and then to Oxford, Miss.,
to face the No. 6 Rebels Wednesday.
"We're going to be a little rusty,
especially playing such tough competition," Purcell said.
The women face East Tennessee
State today and No. 19 Kentucky
Saturday in Lexington.
Tommy Dillard can be reached at
thomas.dillard@murraystate.edu.
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American Basketball Association ~
looks to bring new energy to Murray
An Americ:an Basketball Aaocladoa
team - tbe former Kentucky Coloaels wUl arrive Mumy iD Novelliber, owner
Steve Van Waes said.
Van Waes. a pharmacist and marketer,
told Tbe Murray Ledger & 'n8ael tbe
tam will be a "wonderful t:bia&"· "'Tile
pme Is woaderful,'"lle sal~
frieDdly. rm excited about tbe
ty."
1be ABA, which was iD operation from
1967-1976 and 2()()()-preseat, featured Ia
its history several current NBA
iacludiq the New York Neta, IDdiMa
Pacers, San Antonio Spurs and l)eaver
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Student competes in illinois state pageant
Phillip Dishon
Staff writer

photo courtesy of Mindy Hoffman

Mindy Hoffman. junior from Highland, Ill., competes this weekend against contestants form
across the the state In the Miss Illinois County Fair Queen pageant

Mindy Hoffman may look like a regular college student, but by Monday, she
could be crowned royalty.
This weekend Hoffman, a junior from
Highland, Ill., is competing against
young women from across her home
state in the Miss lllinois County Fair
Queen Pageant.
According to the Web site, missillinoiscountyfair.com, the pageant began
in l%0 to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Illinois Association of Agricultural Fairs.
Hoffman said being involved in
pageants has been a new experience for
her since she won the title of Miss
Madison County last summer.
"I competed for Miss Madison Coun·
ty in July and that was the first one I
ever did," Hoffman said. "I had a really
good time with it."
Hoffman said she has been preparing
for the Miss Illinois County Fair
pageant ever since her victory in Madison County, because the upcoming
competition has a wider variety of elements on which contestants are judged.
"There will be a five-minute interview, a one-minute speech, an evening
gown, a swimsuit and a dance,'' Hoffman said.
In preparation for her interview with
judges, Hoffman said she has studied
the political figures involved with Illinois' agricultural program and their
platforms.
She said if she wins, she would be
actively involved with government agricultural meetings to provide a voice for

the youth of Illinois.
"I'm not fearful of anything," Hoffman said. "The attitude I have about
(the pageant) mainly is to go in and
have fun. I've been prepared."
Wendy Hartlieb, coordinator for the
Miss Madison County pageant (Highland, Ill.), said this is the Illinois Association of Agricultural Affairs' 40th annu·
al pageant, and 67 contestants will be
participating.
"The theme this year for the state
pageant is 'Once Upon a Time,'"
Hartlieb said.
Hartlieb, who has been involved with
the pageant for 22 years, said contrary
to stereotypes, the pageant isn't merely
focused on physical looks, but also on
each participants intelligence and personality.
"The young ladies involved with this
are also very involved with their community," Hartlieb said. "They're just
very well-rounded, intelligent ladies
who have a lot to offer aside from
(beauty). And that is what Mindy is."
Hartlieb said she has worked closely
with Hoffman to prepare her for representing her county in the pageant this
weekend.
"She's very easy to work with,"
Hartlieb said. "Each year it's a different
young lady I get to work with ... but I
can honestly say that she has
approached this very straight forward.
She is very confident with who she is
and bow she (viewed the pageant)."
The pageant, Hartlieb said, began
Thursday and runs through Sunday at
the Crown Plaza Hotel in Springfield,
Ill. Admission is $5.

Phillip Dishon can be reached at phillip.
dishon@murraystate.edu.
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This Week
•Saturday
Women's basketball
5:15 p.m., Murray
State vs. University
of Tennessee-Martin, Regional Special Events Center

Men's basketball
7:30 p.m., Murray
State vs. University
of Tennessee-Martin, Regional Special Events Center

Concerto competition
1 p.m., Young
Artist's Concerto
Competition, Performing Arts Hall,
free admission

Students earn cash
by teaching classes
at wellness center
Jim Burch

•Sunday

Staff writer

AQ.BAhone

show
8 a.m., sponsored
by the Murray
State equestrian
team, Expo Center,
free admission

• Thursday
Campus Lights
7:30 p.m., 'Fame,'
Lovett Auditorium.
students $5, adults
$7

•January 26
Campus Liptts
7:30 p.m., Lovett
Auditorium, students $5, adults $7

In addition to getting a
workout at the wellness center,
the student can now become
the teacher.
Each semester, the wellness
center offers fitness classes
ranging from cycling and yoga
to core solution sessions.
Katie Fowlkes, group fitness
coordinator and graduate student from Collierville, Tenn.,
oversees the schedule of class·
es the wellness center offers
and the students and faculty
who teach them.
Since the program's incep·
tion in 2005, the classes
offered have grown in quantity
and variety.
As of this semester, 17 different classes are offered across a

13-hour schedule, ranging from
8 am. to 9 p.m.
"Cycling is always really big
during the winter," Fowlkes
said. "That one is usually
always filled."
New to the fitness schedule
this semester is spring break
prep, focusing on gaining the
desired spring break body
before March turns the comer.
In order for students to
teach these classes, the Aero·
bics and Fitness Association of
America must certify them.
Student-teaching aerobics on
campus is especially appealing
to those with health-related
majors.
Katie Remington, junior
from Bartlett, Tenn., has been
teaching aerobics on campus
for two years. Remington said
students who want to teach
must take a test consisting of a

Truck pull
7:30 p.m., Expo
Center, adults $14,
children $7, MSU
students $10, children 4 and under
free

Jeff Slinkeor/Thif' News

Katie Fowlkes, group fitness coordinator and graduate student from Collierville, Tenn.. qlves acycling demonstration at
the wellness center. fowlkes oversees the certification classes students must take to teach group fitness.
written examination and practical demonstration facilitated
by the AFAA..
Fitness teachers in training
commonly prepare two to
three months before the test,
reviewing different stretches
and fitness information.
"We started by going to a
class once a week which taught
us the basic principles about
body parts and nutrition, and

we also learned techniques and
styles," Remington said.
Besides the benefits of
becoming involved on campus
and keeping in shape, teaching
aerobics offers students skills
and resume building blocks to
take into the work force.
"It shows a lot of leadership
and your personality just to get
in front of people and be able
to teach," Remington said. "I

SO HELP MEIF
THIS IS
ANOTHER
AM-WAY
SALESMAN .

•January 27
Campus Lights
7:30 p.m., Lqvett
Auditorium, students $5, adults $7

Psst... Want to Hear
Sotnething New?
Check US Out'

Online a-t WKMS.org

G

Weeknights 7 to 9 pm
c~r~·
(worldcafe.org)

The World Cafe, with host David Dye, serves up an eclectic
mix of blues, rock, world, folk, and alternative country with
live performances and interviews with celebrated and
emerging artists.

Soul Flight
Fridays 11 pm to 2 a.m.
A lively, insightfu l mix of music, news, views and
interviews reflectins- the local and national
African Amer1can community.

m
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Beyond the Edge

Saturday Ntghts from 11 pm to 1 am
From Folk and pop to alt-county and indie rock, BTE
covers a full range of the finest alternative music.

The Indie Connection
Sundays at 1 am after
Beyond the Edge
MSU's John Gibson showcases both bands far & wide,
along with "local bands" from the Four Rivers Region.

Midnight Sun.
Sundays at Midnight
MSU's Katie Villanueva & Chad Lampe present radio
for d iscriminating insomniacs and weary weekend
warriors. Hear legendary stars like Frank Sinatra and
new artists such as Gnarls Barclay and Pink Martini.

definitely think that looks good
on resumes."
Fitness classes begin Mor.day at the wellncss center. 'A
full schedule of events for the
semester can be found at murraystatc.edu/wellness_ccnter.
More information on the
AFAA can be found at
afaal!om.
Jim Burch can be reached at
james.burch@murraystate.edu.
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MartiaJ arts carries 'Protector' despite bad acting
Staff writer Phillip Dishon writes the
movie reviews.

Tony }aa is no thespian. Instead,
he takes a more physical approach
when he performs, letting his fists.
knees, elbows and legs do all the
talking.
Much like its lead actor, the twodisc DVD release of "The Protector"
sticks to martial arts action rather
than in-depth plot development with
a surprisingly entertaining result.
Young Kham (Jaa) was raised as
an elephant trainer in the mountains
of Thailand. As Kham grew. he
honed and mastered his martial arts
skills in muay Thai kickboxing while
building a strong bond to a baby elephant named Korn.
After mobsters at an annual festival steal the elephant and kill his
father, Kham travels to Australia to
track down th~ thieves and retrieve
his elephant companion. What lies
before him is an army of mobsters,
drug dealers and the always-essential villainess wielding a whip.
"The Protector" isn't Shakespeare,
and the plot reads like an underdeveloped children's book. Despite the

courtesy of Allmoviephoto.com

Kham (ri9ht), played by Tony Jaa, spins to defeat an unnamed assailant In 1he Protector.'
juvenile storyline, director Prachya
Pinkaew successfully crafts an
enjoyable action film that will have
audiences awing during each meticulously choreographed and edited
fight scene.
Pinkaew, who earned international
recognition for himself and Jaa in

2003's "Ong-Bak: Muay Thai Warrior," maintains a steady flow of
action that doesn't allow the lack of
storyline and multiple plot holes to
distract audiences.
On the whole, the fllm does seem
jumpy and off-balance at times. Of
course this can be blamed on the

next Asian sensation following in the
footsteps of such martial arts pioneers as the aforementioned Chan
and Jet Li
Every other actor in the film disappears in the presence of Jaa, who
dominat(:s every scene he is in
despite his limited amounts of dialogue. The other characters come off
as forgettable fist fodder for Jaa.
This is strictly an action movie. If
you want plot, rent "Crouching
Tiger, Hidden Dragon" or "Hero."
Still, if you want to see some of the
best choreographed fights on cellu·
loid with no strings attached, check
out "The Protector.''

heavily edited English-language version of the film. The original Thai
film, "Tom Yum Goong," comes in
its entirety on disc two of the DVD
set. Martial arts movie fans will want
to avoid the American version
because of its numerous alterations
for international appeal, but average
viewers could be entertained by
either version.
Additional supplement materials
on the DVDs include two in-depth
making of featurettes detailing the
stunt work and choreography of the
film, a Tony Jaa martial arts demonstration reel and deleted fight
scenes. These special features
chronicle just how much effort was
put into the film's action scenes.
In either version of the fll.m, Jaa's
martial arts performance and stunt
work is astonishing, instantly bringing to mind the early works of Jackie
Chan. In short, there are no wires or
stunt doubles. Jaa does everything
you see on film by himself. The most
revealing moment of his devotion to
his art comes in the form of a fourminute-long single take of Jaa battling numerous adversaries on his
way up a five story building.
Although Jaa has yet to learn the
English language, I believe once he
does, he could instantly become the

Zero frames: Save your cash
One frame: Catch it on TV if you're
bored
Two frames: Rent it
Three frames: Head to the box office
Four frames: Hello, Criterion Collection

Health professionals say naps don't substitute for good night's rest
Becky Paskievich
Staff writer
If Murray State's catalog
had a course titled Naptime
101. many students who dim
the lights and cuddle into bed
for a daily rest would receive
anA.
April McCroskey, sophomore from Louisville, Ky.,
said she naps whenever she
gets the chance, typically
after work for 30 minutes.
McCroskey has various
reasons for snoozing during
the day.
"Sometimes
(l
nap
because) I'm bored, sometimes because I stay up too
late , and sometimes just
because I'm tired," she said.

McCroskey said napping
gives her that extra burst of
energy she needs to get
through the rest of the day.
Out there are some downfalls to the frequent napping,
McCroskey said.
"(Napping) takes up so
much of the day, and sometimes you get too much sleep
and you get too tired," she
said. "And if I take a nap late,
it's hard to get to sleep that
night."
Jesse Reeves, junior from
Clay, Ky., said he sleeps for
roughly nine hours on weeknights, and yet, he still takes a
mid-afternoon nap every day
for two to three hours.
He said that he likes to rest
after school but reco~ed
the disadvantages to regular

slumber sessions.
"(When I nap) I miss people's phone calls and miss out
on part of the day," he said.
Reeves, who lives alone off
campus, said it wasn't until
coming to college that he
starting napping. He said
homework and studying causes him to stay up late, making
him tired during the next day.
Valerie Yankowy, sophomore from Louisville. Ky., is,
conversely, a college student
who rarely naps. If she does,
it is never planned.
"I fall asleep in class quite a
bit, or when I'm studying,"
Yankowy said. "But l don't
ever set a time out of the day
to lie down and rest."
Becau~ of a lack of time
and not wanting to waste the

day to sleep, Yankowy said
she avoids napping. Instead,
she rests by watching TV or
doing something relaxing,
like reading a book.
Yankowy, who has always
considered herself a night
person. said five hours of
sleep is enough for her to
make it through the day.
"I don't physically get tired
(until late)," Yankowy said.
''And when I sleep less, I feel
better and it's easier for me to
get up in the morning."
Judy Lyle, health educator
and Health Services staff
nurse, said although it
depends on the individual, a
typical college student should
get seven to eight hours of
sleep each night.
She also noted that the

quality of one's rest is just as
important as the number of
hours they sleep.
With a good night's sleep,
Lyle said the brain functions
better and stress levels
improve. Also, because the
immune system becomes
more efficient and functions
better, the chances of getting
sick decrease.
Napping, while often rejuvenating, is not a sufficient
alternative for a good night's
sleep, Lyle said.
"You can't catch up on
sleep," Lyle said. "Once
you've missed sleep you can't
really go back and catch it
back up."
If students don't get enough
sleep during the night, Lyle
suggested sitting in a quiet

place and closing one's eyes
for as little as ten minutes.
"Power naps are great,"
Lyle said. "It may be enough
to help your body get what it
needs to get done."
Lyle recommends students
who feel excessively fatigued
for several weeks visit Health
Services and get evaluated
and treated. A chronic feeling
of tiredness could be a sign of
depression or another medical condition.
From Lyle's viewpoint, getting sufficient Zs in the night
could lead to getting As in the
classroom - in classes other
than the imagined N aptime
101.
Becky Paskievich can be
, •reached at rebecca.pa.ski~ich
@murraystace.edu.

This Week in Entertainment
• Albums
LSoancltrac:k

• DVDs

• Books

• Box Office

• Songs

L Night at the Maseam

Afaa.com
This is the official Web site
2. 1 Wanna Love Yoa
2. BadBoysD
2. The Hanten
of the Aerobic and Fitness
Akon featuring Snoop Dogg
W.E.B. Griffm
Association of America.
3. The musiomst
3. Fergalldous
3. Cross
Students interested in
Fergie
James Patterson
teaching fitness classes can
4 . S.W.A.T.
4. Smack That
4. Next
peruse
the site for informaAkon featuring Eminem
Michael Chrichton
S.
Bladt
Sheep
tion
on
certification and
s. Say It Right
S. Shadow Daace
testing.
Users can also
Nellie Furtado
Julie Garwood
order study materials
online or fmd out how to
host fitness workshops in
Source: Bestbuy.com
Source: nytimes.com their regions.
LCrank

L Irreplaceable

Bcyonce

Dreamgirls
2. Dream.girls

2. Konvlc:ted

Alcon

3.Primeval

3. Daughtry

Daughtry
4. FatureSex/.LoveSounds

Justin Timberlake

4. The Good Shepherd
S. The Pursuit of Happyness

S. Now23

Various Artists

Source; Cheri Theatres

Source: Billboard.com

• Web site

L For ODe More Day

Mitch Alborn

MURRAY

CI .:\SSII : I LDS

lARGEST RfSAI.E dothins store In the
Mid-South. Men, WOtMn & Chil·
dren..oSave ~ to 90%. All de.~, orprmd by m ,
to wmnt ,.,..
ionl. 1M Anlw« 321 MU1 Strm Benton. kY, 270-527-1078 Open 6 days

v-..

10.S.

To play: Complete the grid so that fNery
column and every 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9. There Is no guessing
or math involved, just use logic to solve.

SUDOKU

rfYN,

Easy

---~

JO IN TH E SOUTHWOODS WAY
AND HAVE TH E BEST SUMMER Ol
' YOUR UFEI Southwoodl II a co-ed
, reidentl.ll children'• cunp In the
Adlrondack MountaiM of New Yot*.
Southwoods II Rddng ENTHUSIASTIC, ENERGETIC, AND FUN· LOVING
C'OUrllelon to mak~ • politlv~ Impact
on a child'• life. Potitiont are av•lr.a.
In many .J~USI 8enefltJ of wortdng <~I
Southwoodll Include Saluy, TraVel,
Room, Board, tawdry, and much
, moftl for moft lnforriytion Md to
~

• application . . _ con.southwoodl.com

tact .. 1-188-M9-l357 -

I 3
4
7
8
9

Trawl with S1S to dW year'1 top 10
Sprina 8rak clestinationl! Best ciNII

~I H~~COIIII ........

C.n 1-800-648-4849 or vilit
www.mtmd.rom. Grat aroup discounts.

BAHAMAS SPRING BRfAK CEL£BaiTY CRUISE &om $3391 l ndudet
Mull, Taxa, bduliw Putiel w/MTV
Celebritlet. Cancun, Acapuloo, N»-

Hard

Medium

9 -- 17--

-·

52
9 I 3 8
-

-

-~-

6 I 8 9
9
4
6 --·
3 2
I 4
~~

6
5

·-

fi

I
~

8- I
7 I 9J

--

-

2 8
4
--I
4 7
8 3
5
8 2 3
9 2 7 I 4
3 9 5
3
5
4
9
--

0

f-·

7
--

I

8

5

8

4

2

2

9 5

I 6
3

I
I 9

J
0

2

9

4
I

t

I

4

2
6

5

8

I

·6
I

];

2 7
9 I

AU; J.Jmala

From $5991 #anama Oty
&Daytona from $1691 Orpnize a
llfOUP and travel FIU:E! Call StudentCity.com/Sprln&BttakTrav~l.com

1.888.SPitiNCBREAK

or

at
visit

www.StudmtCity.com
Marbtin& and S.la Rfp1 wanted for
trav~l

buslnes~.

270-759·9953

www.stac:eytnwlt~am.com

Newly remodeled mobile home In
coach estates. One bedroom In the
front. OM bedroom in the back. l
balh/wllher/dryer/new carpet180x16
ft. Price $17,900 and nun1ber 27029l-9940.

lous pramc~ In the lives of the youth;
pt.nnins and IN ching Biblical prindples .mil llliritual diKiplina; Coordlnafins adult vohrlteers and orpnl.dn&
!lptdjl evems. Sabry for ttcls part·t~
position is commensurate with ~xperi
ence. lnterated parties are ~ncour
aged to contact the churd1 at 5278560 or mail your resume to 2515 S.
Main Sl, Benton, kY 42025

~..,...1*1~~

lion ~

Ieins a sociY IIOI'HinX·

Ads may be submitted in
Wilson Hall room Ill or
mailt>d to Classifieds, c/o
Tht• Murmy State News,
2609 University Station,
Murray, KY 42071
Classifieds must be paid
before they run.

First Olriltian a-ch In Benton ..
eeeldns a spiribally mafurin&, ener-.!t 'to wadi whh ~ that

P:I

Classified adverttsing
deadline is 4 p.m.
Wednesday.

PER WORD!

For more information
call 809-4478.

Create and solve rour
Sudoku PUZZles for FREE.
Plar moreSUdlb Md Win Prizes at

PRIZESUDOKU.coM
The Sudoku Source of "The

1

Stare News"

I
I
0

the news

Bb

2007

photos courtesy of A.J. Casey

A.J. Casey, sophomore from Spottsville, Ky.. and Collin lkJcklnOham, sophomore from Uvlnoston. Ky.. toured London over Christmas break and saw several musicals durtno their trip.

Christmas travels for some students
involve more than trips to Grandma's
'

the fireworks launched off the London Eye.
Buckingham said the crowd was huge, a
scene similar to Times Square in New York
Staff writer
City.
"It was like walking against the current in a
While most students use their winter break
river," he said. "If you fall, people will walk
to take a mental vacation, some choose to
over you. They just don't care. There are so
travel and soak up a little more knowledge
many people that they won't see you and
before the new year begins.
they won't think about it."
Collin Buckingham, sophomore from LivIn addition to visiting the British Museum.
ingston, Ky., and A.J. Casey, sophomore from
taking in multiple films and plays including
Spottsville, Ky., flew to England for two
"Wicked," "Mousetrap" and "History Boys."
weeks during tlie break. Rather than going
Buckingham and Casey checked out the Lonwith a study abroad program, Buckingham
don nightlife and the bars in the area.
and Casey made their own travel and activity
"We went to this Irish bar called Waxy
plans. choosing first to stay in a hostel rather
O'Connor's, and it was really cool," Casey
than a nice hotel.
said. "You have go down into it- it's like
"The hostel was like a dorm," Buckingham
said. "It was a youth hostel, so it was a bunch • underground - and you can't wear a hat
inside. I thought that was weird. Apparently
of teenagers and young adults and tbeYre all
that's because the Irish believe if you wear a
traveling."
hat you're trying to hide your face and that
Casey, who has traveled to Paris previously
means you're a criminal."
and speaks some French, made attempts to
Spending a week and a half at a London
socialize but found it difficult at times.
hostel and the rest of the time at a friend's
"One•guy that I talked with the whole night
house in Cambridge, the two were able to
- he was from the outskirts of France so he
learn about differences not only between the
had this really thick accent, and our commuUnited States and England, but also in the
nication was terrible," Casey said.
various regions of England.
Making friends with those familiar with the
"London and Cambridge are completely
area helped Casey and Buckingham not only
different," Buckingham said. "In Cambridge
adjust, but also participate in "typical British
they're a lot like (Murray). They're really
experiences." One such experience was a pub
slow-paced, easy-going. The people are really
visit to watch English football - commonly
like country people."
known in America as soccer - Arsenal vs.
LiverpooL
Traveling and meeting new people is noth"That's why the guys took me to a pub to
ing new for Buckingham. With a father in the
army, he moved and traveled across the
watch a .s occer game, because that's what
they do," Buckingham said. "You don't stay in
country before his family settled in Kentucky.
"When we settled here, I was upset
your house and watch a soccer game because
that's boring. You go to a pub where there's a
because people tend to want to stay in one
spot, but because I was born and raised movbunch of people that might not like your
team that are going to watch it, too."
ing aU the time, it wasn't comfortable for
me," Buckingham said. "I don't want to be
Casey and Buckingham also enjoyed New
one of those people that just travel to see a
Year's Eve celebrations in London. However,
place. I do want to do that. but there are
getting lost downtown caused them to miss

Charlotte Kyle

some people that just do that when they
retire. I want to actually be there, get to
know people."
As Buckingham and Casey experienced a
different country over the break, another student explored the United States. Jieun Byun,
sophomore from South Korea, used the hiatus from classes to experience something
truly American. Along with three friends,
Byun visited Disney World in Orlando, Fla.,
staying at the resort for 10 days to experience
the magic offered at the "house of mouse."
Calling Disney World "a dream of all girls,"
Byun said she'd heard stories from her American friends about the dreams fulfilled at the
theme parks and attractions. While the trip
was expensive, Byun said she has no regrets.
"To travel is an experience," Byun said. "I
wanted to go to New York but I feel very
cold so Florida and Disney World (was a better option)."
Because Byun and .her friends were there
during the holidays, the group was able to see
Mickey's Very Merry Christmas, a yearly
event including firework..<; and parades, as
well as decorations around the theme park.
"They were walking around the Magic
Kingdom. all of the different characters,"
Byun said. "The favorite characters for me
were the princesses and the princes, like
Beauty and the Beast, Snow White, Cinderella and also the Little Mermaid."
In addition to the holiday festivities. the
group visited the four theme parks and a
water park. Because of its strong cultural
influences through country pavilions, Byun
said she felt a special bond with Epcot. Additionally, traveling with loved ones helped
enrich her experience.
"I traveled with my boyfriend and Disney
World is full of romantic things," Byun said.
"I could feel our love getting stronger."
Charlotte Kyle can be reached at charlotte.
kyle@murraystate.edu.

Dt.rino their vacation. Casey and Bucklnoham slept In london hostels, attended European soccer games and toured the city's sites. Casey snapped pictures of British architecture as they wandered throUCJh the streets.
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